





2012 Constwuction Stat Date

The site of the new hospital sits
quietly awaiting the arrival of the
hustle and bustle that accompa-
nies construction. While the site
is quiet, there is a considerable
amount of activity occurring on
computers and phone lines across
the state and country, with many
people striving to get as many
details defined as possible for the
new Frank R. Howard Memorial
Hospital. The team is confidently
moving forward to make a July
2012 construction start date.
However, there are many variables that must still fall into place
to make sure construction starts next summer.

The initial set of drawings were submitted to OSHPD
(Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development), on
April 22, 2011 for review and permitting. The first complete
set of comments from OSHPD will be received by the end of
September, 2011. It will then be a “dance” as the design-build
firm works with OSHPD, communicating back and forth to
resolve all the comments OSHPD has on the drawings.

This is a completely new design and includes about
75,000 square feet of new hospital space. The design includes
Emergency Department, Lab, Radiology, Surgery, Central Sup-
ply, Administration, Pharmacy, In-Patient Physical Therapy, 21
private Med Surg rooms, and 4 private ICU rooms. There will
also be an expanded Kitchen with adequate dining space for the
community to come and enjoy the gourmet food being produced
in the HMH kitchen. All departments will have more elbow
room than what the existing 85-year-old hospital was able to
allow, and everyone is grateful for the extra room!

HBE is the new design-build firm that is responsible for
the design. A sign will be going up on the site showing a render-
ing of what the new facility will look like. There are still many
details to be fine-tuned on the exterior of the building, such as
paint color, textures, finishes, signage, landscaping, etc. So, the
actual hospital may look different than what will be depicted
on the sign when things are completed. However, the general
dimensions and shape of the building will stay essentially the
same.
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While the drawings are being reviewed by OSHPD,
they are being simultaneously reviewed by the City of Willits,
County of Mendocino, CalTrans Division of Aeronautics, the
FAA and various other agencies that will need to give construc-
tion and operation permits.

While the open field peacefully awaits its new tenant,
you can rest assured that there is an overwhelming amount of
activity going on behind the scenes to make sure that construc-
tion starts next summer. How nice it feels to say “start next
summer”! We will keep you posted as plans progress. We
appreciate the patience of our community.

Amy Ford, Project Manager

Fundraiser, continued

This year the
Foundation chose
to have just one
fund raiser, the 3rd
Annual Wine &
Mushroom Train. It
is the signature
event for the
Mendocino County
Wine & Mushroom
Festival that runs
November 4-13,
2011. The Wine &
Mushroom Train
is being graciously
hosted by Robert
Pinoli, owner of the
Skunk Train, with the event planning being handled by Travis
Scott. It is a very generous offer and we are extremely grateful for
their willingness to manage the Foundation’s 2011 fund raiser.
Please mark your calendars and join us on this year’s
Wine & Mushroom Train, November 5, 2011. The Train is a truly
memorable event that boasts an amazing line-up of Mendocino
County Chefs and Wineries that will surely delight the palate during
the Mushroom Cook-off. Please see www.howardfoundation.org
for complete details!
If you would like to Sponsor the Wine & Mushroom
Train, please contact Margie Handley at (707) 459-6874.
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As many of you know, the late
rains and cool temperatures
that we experienced this year

COF Ir |ON\X/E/\ L—I— H made for a lot more weeding,

Govilers
(ll,pdate quite a challenge to get the
Garden looking its best for an
event that took place a few weeks after the rain let up. On
April 14, CG hosted the Community Foundation of Mendocino
County as they presented checks to the Garden as well as several
other non-profit organizations as part of the Community
Foundation’s annual grant program. The Board of Directors
of the Community Foundation awarded over $100,000 in
grants to local non-profit organizations through the Com-
munity Enrichment Grant program. These grants are made
possible by families, individuals and organizations who have
contributed to Community Foundation Endowment Funds for
the long-term benefit of Mendocino County and its residents.
Please visit &ww.communitgfoundation.oré to learn more
about the Community Foundation of Mendocino County. We
are very grateful for their support! Also, thank you to Pete
Mihelcic and his son, Danny, who developed the pathways
around the orchard and up to the gazebo. And, to Mendocino
Construction Services/Northern Aggregates for their on-going
donation of rock for the pathways and greenhouse foundation.
Keith Johnson continues to serve as the Project Man-
ager, doing whatever is needed in the garden - and often that is
quite a bit! Most recently, Keith trellised and got drip irrigation
to the grapes that were planted in November; a very professional
job! Now, he is on to the construction of the greenhouse!
Richard Jeske continues to oversee the CG orchard
and reported that this year “there are a few peaches, mulberries,
nectarines, plums, apples and pears. And, “the grape trellising
is very good.” The orchard is now into its third year.
The greenhouse kit that was donated by Sparetime
Supply was delivered just a few weeks ago and Keith is now
gathering a crew to help with the foundation work. (If you wish
to volunteer your skills, please contact Keith at 354-0532.) We

weed-wacking, and mow-
ing . . . everywhere. It was

will still need to purchase the greenhouse fans, benches,
etc., however, the greenhouse completion will make it
possible for us to grow winter crops and be ready to start
seeds for the coming year of production. If you would like
to volunteer or donate to COMMONWEALTH Gardens,
please contact Ananda Johnson at the Foundation Office
(707) 459-27717.

Chef Kyle Evans, at HMH, is working closely
with COMMONWEALTH Gardens and is excited about
receiving produce from the Garden next year that will feed
hospital patients, staff and visitors. “I think we have an
incredible opportunity with the relationship of the garden,
hospital and community. It is so important to know where
our food comes from and by what means it gets into our
kitchens and ultimately our bodies. Just as Mendocino
County has been a pioneer in organic farming over the
years, the Garden Project we will be able to create a sustain-
able garden program second to none that not only nourishes
our patients with fresh organic produce, but also reaches
out to our community through various education forums as
well. I believe we have an opportunity to lead the way to a
more sustainable approach to food and nutrition in health
care and create a model for many to follow. The dedication
and passion that has been devoted to this project is incred-
ible and necessary for success. Gardens have an amazing
power to heal, feed, nourish, love and grow into places of
sanctuary. I feel so blessed to be able to get my hands dirty
and take part in all of it,” states Kyle, “Thank you.”

COMMONWEALTH Gardens/Christopher’s
Healing Knoll is a vision that began six years ago and is
coming to fruition through a donation made by William
and Judith Bailey in memory of their son, Christopher.
Infrastructure completed to date includes: fencing around
the 5-acre garden site, well drilled and developed, pump
house built, orchard with 50+ fruit and nut trees planted,
grapes planted, irrigation to orchard and grapes complete,
gazebo complete, greenhouse in process. A sincere thank
you goes to the Bailey family.

With gratitude, Ananda Johnson
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http://www.communityfoundation.org

